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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among 


which are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, 


and of obtaining safety and happiness. 


-- Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 





Blue State Blues: 
We need the NRA more than we need the 


ADL 
By Joel B Pollack 

The National Rifle Association does a better 
job of protecting American Jews from antisemitic 
violence than the Anti-Defamation League. That's 
because the NRA defends the Second Amendment, 
which allows Jews to own firearms and deter attacks 
against our families and communities. 

The ADL, on the other hand, asks us to trust 
our lives to strongly-worded statements. 

ADL CEO Jonathan Greenblatt spent the four 
years of the Trump administration warning America 
about the danger of extremism on the right. That 
danger was real, as synagogue shootings in Pittsburgh 
and Poway showed. 

But the ADL in 2017 counted hundreds of 
hoax bomb threats as antisemitic incidents, even after 
it was clear antisemitism was not the motive. 

Over the past year, the ADL has focused on a 
campaign to suppress the free speech of Americans on 
social media. It sponsored the so-called “Stop Hate for 
Profit” campaign, which included the permanent 
suppression of former President Donald Trump from 
Facebook. The campaign also targeted Breitbart 
News. 

Instead of monitoring left-wing antisemitism, 
the ADL ignored it. In August, just days after a Black 
Lives Matter riot in Kenosha, Wisconsin, vandalized a 
local synagogue, the ADL _ joined left-wing 
organizations in formally supporting the BLM. In a full- 
page ad in the New York Times, and a declaration, the 
ADL supported the “Black-led movement,” saying 
nothing about its association with antisemitic groups. 

Greenblatt and his predecessor Abraham L. 
Foxman share the liberal Jewish fallacy that it is 
Jewish strength that provokes hatred, rather than 
Jewish weakness. Thus it was that Aaron Keyak, the 
“Jewish Engagement Director” at Biden for President, 
advised Jews to hide outward symbols of their faith if 
they felt scared. Such warnings are common in 
Europe, but they are unfamiliar in the U.S. 

They are also the wrong approach. The only 
things Jews should conceal, legally, are the firearms 
we are licensed to carry. 


The Second Amendment exists to protect the 
First. We should never have to hide our faith out of fear. 

Even Foxman knows it: “The answer to me is 
not to be less Jewish. The answer to me is to invest in 
security.” 

And “security” ought to mean the Second 
Amendment — for Jews, and for everyone. 

Joel B. Pollak is Senior Editor-at-Large at 
Breitbart News and the host of Breitbart News Sunday 
on Sirius XM Patriot on Sunday evenings from 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. ET (4 p.m. to 7 p.m. PT). oS 
www.breitbart.com 28 May 2021 


"The Narrative’ and the forgotten voyage 
that changed the course of the 


Revolutionary War 
by Patrick K. O’Donnell 

America’s Founding Fathers absolutely 
understood the importance of controlling the narrative. 
After that fateful morning of April 19, 1775, the Patriot 
leaders realized the all-important question of “Who 
fired first?” on Lexington Green would distinguish for 
the world between the aggressors and defenders in the 
American Revolution. 

The Provincial Congress gathered 
depositions of the American version of events at 
Lexington and Concord. But that was only half the 
battle. They knew they must get their version of events 
across the Atlantic before British commander General 
Thomas Gage’s. 

The full account of one of the most important, 
yet forgotten, voyages in American history is now fully 
told in the new bestselling book, The Indispensables: 
Marblehead’s Diverse Soldier-Mariners Who Shaped 
the Country, Formed the Navy, and Rowed 
Washington Across the Delaware. This unique group 
of Americans from Marblehead multiple times changed 
the course of the Revolution. 

The Patriots knew that if Gage’s narrative 
reached England first, they would be branded as 
traitors who initiated the Revolutionary War by firing on 
the king’s troops. Elbridge Gerry of Marblehead 
launched himself into the task with such zeal that it 
invoked John Adams to proclaim, “If every Man here 
was a Gerry, the Liberties of America would be safe 
against the Gates of Earth and Hell.” 


After gleaning twenty sworn depositions from 
both American and British battle participants that 
supported the American conviction that the British had 
fired first, Joseph Warren drafted a letter confirming the 
colonists’ narrative of victimhood and self-defense to 
sway public opinion in Great Britain. To reinforce the 
American viewpoint, Gerry enclosed copies of 
accounts of the battles as told in the Salem Gazette, 
including illustrations of black coffins representing the 
American dead. 

Near panic ensued when the Patriots learned 
Gage’s vessel, the brig Sukey, had departed for 
London days earlier with the British version of events. 
The Patriots turned to thirty-four-year-old Salem native 
John Derby, “the accidental captain,” and his ship, the 
Quero, to sneak through the British blockade, outrace 
the British warship across the Atlantic, and avoid 
interception on the other side. 

In the dead of night on April 28, the sleek 62- 
ton Quero, devoid of cargo, carrying only the precious 
packet of depositions and ballast stones, departed for 
Britain, managing to avoid the British warship Lively’s 
blockade of Salem and cutting through to churning 
waters of the Atlantic. Her crew had no idea of her 
cargo, destination, or the importance of her mission. 
Joseph Warren had sworn Captain Derby to secrecy. 

Derby had orders to land in Ireland and travel 
over land to England before delivering his 
extraordinary news to Massachusetts’ London-based 
agents, Benjamin Franklin and Arthur Lee. Derby, 
however, disregarded the order, and in 29 days landed 
on the Isle of Wight, beating the Sukey. 

Derby was dubbed “the accidental captain” 
because he seemingly appeared out of nowhere, with 
earth-shattering news that would change the British 
Empire overnight. Arriving by carriage from the port of 
South Hampton, the captain met clandestinely with 
Arthur Lee, a Virginian, who delivered the news to John 
Wilkes, Lord Mayor of London, who was sympathetic 
toward the Americans. Derby then slipped through a 
British dragnet, once again, to sail back to the 
colonies. 

The American depositions successfully 
shaped the narrative. When the London press 
reprinted them along with the American newspaper 
accounts of the bloody battle, it created a tidal wave of 
public opinion sympathetic to the colonists. 

Gage’s report would not arrive for another 
twelve days’; it bore a version similar to the American 
account, with the major exception of who fired first. 

Not all engagements are won and lost on the 
battlefield. American Patriots fell to British hands at 
Lexington Green, but the shot heard round the world 
might have not been heard beyond Concord, 
Massachusetts if not for a forgotten Essex county 
captain and his fast ship who had handed the colonists 
a tremendous, precocious propaganda victory that 
changed the course of the Revolutionary War. 
-- www. breitbart.com 25 May 2021 


Charges after US Capitol insurrection 
roil far-right groups 

The aftermath of Jan. 6 insurrection at the 
U.S. Capitol is roiling two of the most prominent far- 
right extremist groups. 

More than three dozen members and 
associates across both the Proud Boys and the Oath 
Keepers have been charged with crimes. Some local 
chapters cut ties with national leadership in the weeks 
after the deadly siege. One Oath Keeper has agreed to 
cooperate against others charged in the riot. 

Some extremism experts see _ parallels 
between the fallout from the Capitol riot and the 
schisms that divided far-right figures and groups after 
their violent clashes with counter-protesters at the 
“Unite the Right” white nationalist rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, in August 2017. The white 
supremacist “alt-right” movement fractured and 
ultimately faded from public view after the violence 
erupted that weekend. 

“Like ‘Unite the Right,’ there is a huge 
disaster, a P.R. disaster, and now they’ve got the 
attention of the feds; they have the national security 
apparatus breathing down their necks,” said Jared 
Holt, a resident fellow at the Atlantic Council's Digital 
Forensic Research Lab.. 

But others believe President Joe Biden’s 
victory and the Jan. 6 investigation, the largest federal 
prosecution in history, might animate the militia 
movement — fueled by an anti-government anger. 

Freddy Cruz, a Southern Poverty Law Center 
research analyst who studies anti-government groups 
said. “It's very possible that people will become 
energized and try to coordinate more activity given that 
we have a Democratic president in office.” 

Members of the Proud Boys and the Oath 
Keepers make up just a small fraction of the more than 
400 people charged so far. 

More than two dozen Proud Boys leaders, 
members or associates are among those arrested. The 
group of self-described “Western chauvinists” emerged 
from far-right fringes during the Trump administration 
to mainstream GOP circles, with allies like longtime 
Trump backer Roger Stone. The group claims it has 
more than 30,000 members nationwide. 

Proud Boys Chairman Henry “Enrique” Tarrio 
hasn’t been charged in the riot. He wasn’t there on Jan. 
6. He’d been arrested in an unrelated vandalism case 
as he arrived in Washington two days before the 
insurrection and was ordered out of the area by a 
judge. 

Tarrio insists the criminal charges haven't 
weakened or divided the group. 

But leaders of several local Proud Boys 
chapters, including in Seattle, Las Vegas, Indiana and 
Alabama, said after Jan. 6 that their members were 
cutting ties with the organization’s national leadership. 
Four leaders, including national Elders Council 
member Ethan Nordean, have been charged by federal 
officials with planning and leading an attack on the 
Capitol. One of Nordean’s attorneys said he wasn't 
responsible for any crimes committed by other people. 


It was revealed in court records recently that 
Tarrio had worked undercover and cooperated with 
investigators after he was accused of fraud in 2012. 

“We reject and disavow the proven federal 
informant, Enrique Tarrio, and any and all chapters that 
choose to associate with him,” the Alabama group 
posted online in February. 

Meanwhile, 16 members and associates of 
the Oath Keepers — a militia group founded in 2009 
that recruits current and former military, police and first 
responders — have been charged with conspiring to 
block the certification of the vote. The group’s founder 
and leader, Stewart Rhodes, has said there were as 
many as 40,000 Oath Keepers at its peak, but one 
extremism expert estimates the group’s membership 
stands around 3,000 nationally. 

Rhodes has not been charged. But he has 
repeatedly come up in court documents as “Person 
One,” suggesting he’s a central focus of investigators. 

Days after the election, Rhodes instructed his 
followers during a GoToMeeting call to go to 
Washington to let Trump know “that the people are 
behind him,” and he expressed hope that Trump would 
call up the militia to help the president stay in power, 
authorities say. Rnodes warned they could be headed 
for a “bloody, bloody civil war, and a bloody — you can 
call it an insurrection or you can call it a war or fight,” 
according to court documents. 

On Jan. 6, several Oath Keepers, wearing 
helmets and reinforced vests, were seen shouldering 
their way up the Capitol steps in a military-style stack 
formation. Rhodes was communicating that day with 
some Oath Keepers who entered the Capitol and was 
seen standing with several of the defendants outside 
the building after the riot, prosecutors say. 

Rhodes has insisted the members went rogue 
and there was never a plan to enter the Capitol. But he 
has continued in interviews with right-wing hosts since 
Jan. 6 to push the lie that the election was stolen, while 
the Oath Keepers website remains active with posts 
painting the group as the victim of political persecution. 

Court documents show discord among the 
group as early the night of the attack. 

Two months later, Rhodes lamented in a 
message to another Oath Keeper that the national 
team had gotten “too lax” and “too complacent.” 

A leader of an Arizona chapter slammed 
Rhodes and those facing charges, saying on CBS’ “60 
Minutes” that the attack “goes against everything we've 
ever taught, everything we believe in.” 

Rhodes said it has been difficult for the group 
to raise money as it’s been kicked off certain websites. 

The group also lost the ability to process 
credit card payments online after the company 
demanded that Rhodes disavow the arrested members 
and he refused, Rhodes said in a March interview for 
far-right website Gateway Pundit. The Oath Keepers 
website now says it cannot accept new memberships 
online because of “malicious leftist attacks” and 
instructs people to mail in applications and dues. 


— apnews.com June 2, 2021 


A Gun Rights Win in California, With 


Sights Set on the Supreme Court 

SACRAMENTO — In 1989, a gunman killed 
five children at a Stockton, Calif., elementary school. 

The resulting shock gave rise to the nation’s 
first state ban on assault weapons. 

On Friday, a federal judge in San Diego ruled 
the California ban unconstitutional. 

At the request of the state’s attorney general, 
Judge Benitez stayed his decision for 30 days so the 
case could be appealed to the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. State officials predicted a win on 
the assault weapons ban. 

In April the Supreme Court agreed to decide 
whether the Second Amendment guarantees a right to 
carry guns outside the home. 

That case is likely to produce a major 
statement on the scope of the right to bear arms, the 
first since decisions in 2008 and 2010 announced an 
individual right to keep guns in the home for self- 
defense. 

The Supreme Court’s decision to hear the 
challenge to a NY law that requires people seeking a 
license to carry a gun outside their homes to show a 
“proper cause,” appears to be a result of the court’s 
new six-justice conservative majority. 

Other states with assault weapons bans 
include NY, NJ, CN, HI, MD and MA. 

A federal assault weapons ban adopted in 
1994 expired a decade later, allowing the AR-15 to re- 
enter the American gun market. Such weapons have 
been associated with mass shootings, including the 
2018 killing of 17 people at a high school in Parkland, 
Fla. 

Judge Benitez wrote that California’s ban 
violates the Second Amendment and characterized 
AR-15s as “fairly ordinary, popular, modern rifles,” not 
“bazookas, howitzers or machine guns.” 

“Like the Swiss Army Knife, the popular AR- 
15 rifle is a perfect combination of home defense 
weapon and homeland defense equipment,” the judge 
wrote, adding that the case was about “what should be 
a muscular constitutional right and whether a state can 
force a gun policy choice that impinges on that right 
with a 30-year-old failed experiment.” 

In 2020, Judge Benitez blocked a background 
check law for purchases of ammunition and wrote that 
in California, “the Second Amendment gets even less 
respect” than Rodney Dangerfield. 

The son of Cuban immigrants arrested by 
Castro’s regime and accused of being U.S. 
sympathizers, Judge Benitez fled to the U.S. with his 
brother at age 10. 

In 2003 Pres. G. W. Bush nominated him to 
the federal bench, but the American Bar Association 
gave him a rare “not-qualified rating,” holding up his 
confirmation for 10 months. In remarks to Congress, 
A.B.A. officials called him “arrogant, pompous, 
condescending, impatient, short-tempered, rude, 
insulting, bullying, unnecessarily mean and altogether 
lacking in people skills.” 


Advocates on both sides of the gun debate 
describe his court as an effective haven for gun rights 
plaintiffs, thanks in part to an obscure rule that allows 
“related cases” to be channeled to one judge with 
expertise on the legal issues rather than randomly 
assigned. 

“It is not an accident that this one federal 
judge is getting to opine, piece by piece, on nearly 
every aspect of California’s gun safety reforms,” said 
Ari Freilich, the state policy director for the Giffords Law 
Center to Prevent Gun Violence. 

In 2015 the Supreme Court refused to hear a 
Second Amendment challenge to a Chicago suburb’s 
ordinance that banned semiautomatic assault 
weapons. 

In dissent, Justice Clarence Thomas, joined 
by Justice Antonin Scalia, accused the court of 
abdicating its responsibility to enforce the constitutional 
right to keep and bear arms. “Roughly five million 
Americans own AR-style semiautomatic rifles,” Justice 
Thomas wrote, referring, he said, to “modern sporting 
rifles.” 

Among survivors of gun violence, however, 
such arguments about the widespread popularity of 
military-style firearms are unpersuasive. 

“If a Swiss army knife had been used, my 
daughter would still be alive today,” tweeted Fred 
Gutenberg, whose 14-year-old child Jamie was killed 
in Parkland, FL. “This judge clearly has the gun lobby 
whispering in his ear. | look forward to the appeal.” 
-- NY Times June 5, 2021 


Amid mega-drought, rightwing militia 
stokes water rebellion in US west 

Fears of a confrontation between law 
enforcement and rightwing militia supporters over the 
control of water have been sparked by protests at 
Klamath Falls, Oregon. 

Protesters affiliated with rightwing anti- 
government activist Ammon Bundy’s People’s Rights 
Network are threatening to break a deadlock over 
water management by unilaterally opening the 
headgates of a reservoir. 

The area is a hotbed of militia and anti- 
government activity and also hit by the mega-drought 
that has caused turmoil in the agricultural community. 
Among the current protesters at Klamath Falls are 
individuals who have been involved in similar actions, 
including an illegal release of water at the same 
reservoir in 2001. 

In May, the federal Bureau of Reclamation 
announced that there would be no further release of 
water from the Klamath Basin for irrigators 
downstream, who rely on the Klamath Project water 
infrastructure along the Oregon-California border. 

Later in the month, two Oregon irrigators, 
Grant Knoll and Dan Neilsen, began occupying a piece 
of land adjacent to the headgates of the main canal 
which pipes water to downstream farmers and Native 
American tribes, like the Yurok, who depend on the 
water “flushing” the river for the benefit of salmon 
hatchlings. 


Knoll and Nielsen, along with members of the 
People’s Rights Network began staffing a tent which 
they dubbed a “water crisis info center’. 

In July, 2001 100 farmers, including Knoll and 
Nielsen, used an 8in-wide irrigation line to bypass the 
headgate, sending water down the canal. 

The confrontation was only defused after 
appeals were made to the farmers in the wake of the 
World Trade Center attacks on September 11. 

This year, amid the severe drought, the 
measure is being taken in accordance with the 
Endangered Species Act, to ensure the survival of two 
species of suckerfish whose last remaining habitats are 
in the reservoirs. 

To ensure their survival, water must be 
denied to those who rely on it downstream, including 
farmers and tribes who depend on fishing. 

Endangered Coho Salmon will likely suffer 
from the lack of water, along with migrating birds whose 
refuges have dried up. But previous court decisions 
have determined that the interests of those upstream 
should take precedence, including the Klamath Tribes, 
for whom the suckerfish have a spiritual significance. 

The protesters have been disavowed by 
agricultural leaders, including Ben DuVal, president of 
the Klamath Water Users Association. 

There is no sign that the so far small protest 
is catching on like 2001’s anti-government surge, 
which saw protest crowds in the thousands in the lead 
up to the breaching of the headgates. 

And while the protesters’ placards promise 
“Ammon Bundy coming soon”, their leader has so far 
not made the trip to the Klamath camp from 
neighboring Idaho, where he recently filed to run for 
governor. — theguardian.com 8 June 8 2021 


Woman sentenced to federal prison over 
bogus 911 calls resulting in multiple 


deaths 

A Texas woman was sentenced to forty 
months in federal prison for making false 911 calls in 
2019 resulting in a deadly Houston police raid killing 
both homeowners. 

Patricia Ann Garcia told dispatchers that her 
daughter was at her neighbor's home, describing them 
as addicts and drug dealers who had firearms — 
including machine guns. But none of those claims were 
true, prosecutors said. 

Garcia does not have a daughter. Assistant 
U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Texas 
Alamdar Hamdani said, “MS. Garcia dialed 911 and 
intended to use those three digits as a weapon." 

Tuttle and Nicholas were fatally shot at their 
Houston home that also left five officers injured, 
including one paralyzed from the neck down. 

Prosecutors say Garcia made the 911 calls to 
get back at Tuttle and Nicholas over a longstanding 
feud. 

Since the raid a dozen current and former 
officers tied to the narcotics unit have been indicted for 
charges including padding overtime. 


Current and former officers Gerald Goines 
and Felipe Gallegos are facing murder charges.. 

Goines — the officer who led the raid — 
allegedly lied to obtain the warrant to search the 
couple’s home by claiming a confidential informant had 
bought heroin there. He later said he had bought the 
drugs himself. Police found small amounts of 
marijuana and cocaine in the house, but no heroin. 

Goines’ former partner, Steven Bryant, 
pleaded guilty to obstructing justice by falsifying 
records. 

More than 160 drug convictions tied to Goines 
have since been dismissed by prosecutors. The 
families of Tuttle and Nicholas filed federal civil rights 
lawsuits against the city and 13 officers in January. 
-- www.foxnews.com June 9, 2021 


U.S. to take steps against white 


supremacists and militia groups 

Five months after the attack on the U.S. 
Capitol, the Biden administration will unveil steps for 
federal and local officials and social media companies 
to battle national security threats posed by white 
supremacists and militia groups. 

Attorney General Merrick Garland will release 
a plan for increased information sharing, additional 
resources to identify and prosecute threats, and new 
deterrents to prevent Americans from joining 
dangerous groups. 

The administration's assessment of domestic 
terrorism labeled white supremacists and militia groups 
as top national security threats. The issue took on new 
urgency after the Jan. 6 assault on the Capitol by 
supporters of then-President Donald Trump who were 
trying to overturn Joe Biden's election victory. 

The strategy stopped short of calling for new 
laws to fight domestic threats. 

Biden is seeking $100 million in additional 
funding to train and hire analysts and prosecutors to 
disrupt and deter terrorist activity. 

The administration is also toughening the 
federal government's screening methods to better 
identify employees who may pose insider threats. They 
are looking to share those techniques with private 
companies. 

That effort includes an ongoing review by the 
Department of Defense over how and when to remove 
military members who are found to be engaged in 
known domestic terrorist groups. - 
www.reuters.com June 15, 2021 


St. Louis couple who brandished guns at 


protesters plead guilty 

A St. Louis, Missouri, couple who brandished 
guns at racial justice protesters last year pleaded guilty 
on Thursday to misdemeanor charges stemming from 
the incident. 

A grand jury indicted personal injury lawyers 
Mark McCloskey, 64, and his wife Patricia McCloskey, 
62, on felony unlawful use of a weapon and tampering 
charges. 


Mark McCloskey pleaded guilty to one count 
of misdemeanor fourth-degree assault. His wife 
pleaded guilty to second-degree harassment, also a 
misdemeanor. 

Mark McCloskey was ordered to pay a $750 
fine while Patricia McCloskey was ordered to pay 
$2,000. They were also ordered to turn over the 
weapons used in the incident. 

Videos show the McCloskeys, who are white, 
shouting at Black and white protesters, who were 
apparently unarmed, to keep off their property on June 
28. Patricia McCloskey pointed a handgun at the crowd 
while her husband held a semi-automatic weapon. 

They have said they were frightened for their 
lives. 

The protests were part of a nationwide wave 
of demonstrations over police violence against Black 
people following the May 2020 killing of George Floyd, 
a Black man, by a white Minneapolis police officer. 

Mark McCloskey announced he is running for 
a U.S. Senate seat in Missouri as a Republican. 

Special Prosecutor Richard Callahan said in 
a statement that he approved the plea because of the 
couple's age, lack of a criminal record and the fact that 
no one was hurt and no shots were fired. 

"The prosecutor dropped every charge except 
for alleging that | purposely placed other people in 
imminent risk of physical injury, right, and | sure as 
heck did," Mark McCloskey said after the court hearing. 

"That's what the guns were there for and I'd 
do it again any time the mob approaches me." 
-- www.reuter.com June 17, 2021 


Texas Makes History and Passes H.B. 
3979 


The Civics Alliance is delighted to learn that 
Texas House Bill 3979 has passed both houses of the 
Texas legislature and will likely be signed by Governor 
Greg Abbott. H.B. 3979 would be the first law in the 
country to bar both Action Civics and the key elements 
of Critical Race Theory. Texas looks set to provide a 
model for the other 49 states in the Union. 

Action Civics, also known as “protest civics” 
or “civic engagement,” replaces traditional civics 
education with vocational training for progressive 
community organizing—teaching students how to 
protest for radical causes and calling it “civics 
education.” 

Critical Race Theory (CRT), also known as 
“anti-racism,” is a racist theory that indoctrinates 
students to believe that they are members of identity 
groups first, not individual citizens of America, and that 
white Americans are irredeemable racists by virtue of 
the color of their skin. CRT is also an illiberal theory 
that teaches that all activity in politics, society, and 
culture should be subordinated to liberation from 
“systemic racism,” and that all opposition to its 
revolutionary agenda is immoral and should be 
silenced by any means possible. -— National 
Association of Scholars June 10, 2021 


How to Build Up a 10 Year Ammo Supply 
(And Not Ruin It in The Process) 

If the pandemic has done nothing else, it's 
shown how ammunition becomes hard to find. 

A year into this debacle, ammo hoarding 
seems like a good idea; we’ve become too dependent 
on retail to supply us. 

| don’t know if you can have too much ammo, 
but you can damn sure not have enough. The cost will 
set you back, but you can break it up over a couple 
years to soften the blow. 

Most manufacturers will tell you ammunition 
has at least a 10-year shelf life. But with proper 
storage, it will last a lot longer. Just keep it away from 
high humidity in a temperature-controlled location. 
Humidity can corrode the brass cases and cooper 
projectiies—so much so that cartridges may not 
chamber or extract after being fired. If the average 
humidity is above 50 percent, you need to use a 
dehumidifier or find another way to absorb moisture. 

Garage storage may not be optimal. You want 
to avoid exposing ammunition to extreme heat or cold, 
and drastic temperature shifts. A dark, humidity- 
controlled basement is about ideal, just make sure 
you’re out of the flood plain. 

How much ammo do you need? Calculate 
how much ammo your household generally shoots 
during a normal year. Include all the cartridges you 
have firearms for and add 10 percent. Assuming a 10- 
year shelf life, multiply that number by 10. Your 
properly-stored ammunition will remain like new, and it 
will get you through a two-term anti-gun presidency. 

To reduce the footprint of 10,000 to 20,000 
rounds of ammunition you can purchase metal army 
surplus, or more modern plastic, ammo cans and dump 
identical loads inside them. Be sure to create a label 
for each ammo can detailing the ammunition inside. 
Include the lot number and the purchase date. This will 
allow you to consume ammunition based on its age. 
Use the oldest ammo first. When a new year rolls 
around, purchase what you used the previous year— 
and ammunition for new firearms you’ve acquired— 
and work it into your rotation. 

For reloaders who create mass amounts of 
ammunition at a time store your powder, primers, 
brass, and bullet components in the same conditions 
you store your ammunition. And make sure assembled 
loads are labeled to properly identify them. In some 
cases that means including information on the gun(s) 


they're loaded for—it’s not uncommon for handloads to 
be crafted to work in specific firearms. 

Ammunition essentially comes in two types. 
There’s practice ammo used for punching holes in 
paper, ringing steel, or busting clays, and there’s 
serious ammo used for hunting or self-defense. A 
couple hundred rounds of defense or hunting ammo 
purchased each year should be sufficient. If you have 
a 10-year supply of serious ammo on hand, you're 
ready if the world goes to hell in a handbasket. 
Serious ammo costs more than practice or plinking 
ammo. Fortunately, you don’t need as much of it. 
Finally, make sure the ammo you’re buying will run 
and shoot well in your firearms before laying in a large 
supply. — Field and Stream June 09, 2021 


Armed assailants hi-jack US-bound 
ammunition 

Two trailers transporting ammunition to the 
U.S. were ambushed by criminals in Mexico. 

The shipment of approximately seven million 
rounds was intercepted earlier this week on a highway 
in Guanajuato, a Mexican state plagued by violence 
stemming from the drugs trade. 

Around 98.5% of the rounds were .22 caliber, 
a low-powered ammunition. Mexican cartels — known 
more for their heinous acts of violence than for squirrel 
hunting — are usually armed with AK-47 and AR-15 
rifles that use high-velocity rounds. 

A spokesperson for the ammunition’s maker, 
Tecnos Industries, said that the stolen rounds will be of 
little use to drug cartels, noting that they don’t use .22- 
caliber weapons. 

But it’s possible that the ammo will still find its 
way to the black market. In the past, authorities have 
caught people selling improvised “pen” guns, single- 
shot weapons disguised as pens that use .22 rounds. 

Is not uncommon for weapons and 
ammunition to move between Mexico and the U.S. Last 
month, a Texas highway patrol trooper discovered 
more than a dozen firearms and over 3,500 rounds of 
ammo after pulling over a suspect who was believed to 
be heading to Mexico. 

Mexico has been struggling for years to rein 
in drug cartels. Much of the violence has been blamed 
on assault weapons smuggled into the country from the 
United States. —www.rt.com/news 12 Jun 2021 
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